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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to determine the effect of entrepreneurial ecosystem factors on the
business performance of sports clubs in Shiraz city with the mediating role of knowledge management
and entrepreneurial awareness. This research was descriptive-analytical and practical in terms of
purpose. The research community included managers and officials of sports clubs approved by the
General Department of Sports and Youth of Fars province in Shiraz city in 1401, and their number
was 264 from the General Department of Sports and Youth of Fars province. The sample size was
selected according to the number of the population and using Cochran's formula and error of 0.05, 156
and stratified random sampling method. The research tool included four standard questionnaires by
Dauri et al. (2015), Holley (2006), Bardbar (2011) and Tang et al. (2012). To analyze the data,
Kolmogorov-Smirnov test, structural equation modeling method and Sobel test were used in the
environment of SPSS and Smart Pls software. The research results showed that the factors of
entrepreneurial ecosystem (p=0.022; t=2.293), entrepreneurial awareness (p=0.000; t=28.027) and
knowledge management (p=0.003; 2.837) t=) have a significant effect on the business performance of
sports clubs in Shiraz city, and entreprencurial ecosystem factors on entreprencurial awareness
(p=0.000; t=3.693) and knowledge management (p=0.000; t=31.025) also has a significant effect.
Also, entrepreneurial awareness (p=0.000; t=4.926) and knowledge management (p=0.000; t=3.185)
play a mediating role in the effect of entrepreneurial ecosystem factors on the business performance of
sports clubs in Shiraz. Therefore, sports clubs should give more value to entrepreneurship and
providing conditions for entrepreneurial people as well as knowledge management.

Keywords: Entrepreneurial ecosystem, business performance, sports clubs, knowledge management,
entrepreneurial awareness.
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