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Isthelndian Grey Mongoose Herpestes edwardsi (Carnivora: Herpestidae) distributed in the
Central Zagros Mountains?

Seyed Ali Mozaffari, Ali Gholamifard”
Department of Biology, Faculty of Sciences, Lorestan University, 6815144316 Khorramabad, Iran
gholamifard.a@lu.ac.ir

Iran is hosting two species of Mongoose, namely the Indian Grey Mongoose Herpestes edwardsi and the
Small Indian Mongoose Herpestes javanicus both with the category of LC (Least Concern) of the IUCN Red
List of Threatened Species. Her pestes javanicus has been recorded from the Khuzestan Province in southwest
of Iran and populations of H. edwardsi are recorded from southern Iran, including Sistan and Baluchestan,
Kerman, Hormozgan, Fars, and Bushehr Provinces, as well as a remote record in Isfahan Province, Centra
Iran. To date, the presence of H. edwardsi has not been confirmed in Ilam and Lorestan Provinces, the Zagros
Mountains, in western Iran. In the present study, we report the presence of the speciesin Ilam and Lorestan
Provinces based on a photographed individua in Darreh Shahr County of Ilam Province (7 April 2018), a
subadult captured and escaped individua (3 October 2020), and a road killed specimen (24 January 2021;
Tota Length ~75 cm, tail length 34 cm; weight ~850 g) in Poledokhtar County, south of Lorestan Province.
These are the most western records of the speciesin Iran and nearest to populations of Herpestesjavanicusin
the neighboring province, namely Khuzestan. It seems that H. edwardsi has a wider distribution in Lorestan
Province and the Central Zagros Mountains and presence of H. javanicusin Lorestan Province is probabl e but
needs confirmation.
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