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Breeding Waterbirds in Bakhtegan Basin Wetlands, Fars Province, Iran
Farhad Hosseini Tayefeh ™, Abbas Ashoori?, Mona Izadian?, Neda Pazokinezhad® and Golshan Ghasemi*
1 Assistant Professor, Research Group of Biodiversity and Biosafety, Research Center for Environment and Sustainable
Development (RCESD), Department of Environment, Tehran, Iran
2Gilan Provincial Office of the Department of the Environment, Rasht, Iran,
3Hormozgan Provincial Office of the Department of the Environment, Bandar Abbas, Iran

“Fars Provincial Office of the Department of the Environment, Shiraz, Iran.
*Corresponding Author’s E-mail: farhadtayefeh@gmail.com

Waterbirds often breed in small and large groups on islands and safe habitat. Annual changes in their number and
distribution depend on biological resources, climatic conditions, and habitat changes. This study investigates the
status of breeding waterbird in international wetlands of Bakhtegan Basin, including Kamjan, Tashk and
Bakhtegan wetlands, based on the review of breeding waterbird in published scientific sources, unpublished data,
and field studies of the year 2018 and 2019. The results showed that a total of 13 species of waterbirds have bred
in the wetlands of Bakhtegan Basin. Breeding of Spoonbill, Stilt, Avocet and Kentish Plover has been reported in
Kamjan Wetland. The highest number of breeding species was observed in Tashk Wetland with nine species.
Breeding of White Pelicans, Little Egrets, Spoonbills and Slender-billed Gulls were common in the Islands of
Tashk Wetland. Breeding of more than 100 pairs of Marble Ducks in the 1970s has been one of the most important
breeding species in the Bakhtegan Basin Wetlands. A review of reports and field observations in 2018 and 2019
in Bakhtegan Wetland indicates the breeding of Grater Flamingos from 2006 until now in some years. Since 2008,
wetlands of Bakhtegan Basin have been severely threatened due to the water shortage crisis and have lost their
habitat suitability for breeding birds. Breeding of Flamingos in recent years in Bakhtegan Wetland has also been
suitable for nesting flamingos due to the reduction of water bodies and the formation of shallow beds. Providing
environmental water rights and establishing an integrated ecosystem management system are among the most
important strategies for restoration the breeding populations.

Key words: Kamjan, Bakhtegan Wetland, Tashk Islands, habitat, Flamingo
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