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Abstract

Qala Qureh is located 3 km south-southwest of Cheshmeh Sangin village and 15 km northeast of Bijar city,
situated in the northeastern and eastern parts of Kurdistan province, bordering Hamadan and Zanjan. The
fortress is built beside the northern terrace of the Qezel Ozan River on a natural limestone mountain,
appearing as an isolated rock formation. Its surroundings slope steeply into the adjacent lands. This
stronghold consists of various architectural elements with different functions. The components of the
fortress include water reservoirs, the citadel, and surrounding architecture (residential and barracks),
particularly in the northern, eastern, and southern sections (evidenced by remnants of stone walls on the
surface), as well as the remains of several stone towers, indicating its function as a large military garrison
and possibly a small town.

Based on existing evidence and the study of ancient routes connecting the south to the northern region, as
well as the civilizational density of the area, it is highly probable that this site was inhabited by various
ethnic groups during different historical periods.

Although no targeted excavations have been conducted at this site or its surrounding areas so far,
researchers have attributed its chronology to the medieval Islamic period. However, there are many
similarities suggesting that Qala Qureh was among the sites used during the first and second millennia BCE.
This article aims to examine the architecture and structure of the fortress and its residential area, as well as
to establish a relative chronology of the site based on historical documents and comparative studies.
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