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Investigating the consequences of the construction of Talwar dam on the
villages of Cheng Almas sector

(Bijar city in Kurdistan province)
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Abstract

The Talwar Dam on the Talwar River, one of the main branches of the Ghazal Ozen River
(blood flowing in the main artery of Gros Civilization) in the Sefid River basin and fifty
kilometers from Bijar city located in Kurdistan province, was built not for the development of
the region, but also for the purpose of supplying drinking water to the city of Hamadan and
its suburbs at a distance of 140 kilometers. The construction of this dam has not only been of
no benefit to the residents of the area, but has also caused many negative consequences as
well.

Some of the negative consequences of the construction of the Talvar Dam include the
submergence of 18 hills and ancient monuments dating back 7,500 years (including Qeshlaq
and Chehel Amiran hills), the evacuation and migration of people from 10 villages in the
region, the abandonment of settlements and the migration of about 3,000 farmers in the
region due to the loss of their lands, the submergence of regional infrastructure, and the
shortage of drinking water.

With the construction of this dam, whose reservoir is located in Bijar city, more than 3
thousand hectares of the best lands of that city have been flooded. Also, the failure to pay the
cost of the demolished houses to the owners under the pretext of dam construction and the
destruction of rural roads due to the movement of heavy machinery during the construction of
the Talwar dam and the failure to repair and abandon them after the construction of the dam
has caused many problems in the region. In general, the construction of this dam has caused
many economic, environmental and social and cultural problems for the people of the villages
of Cheng Almas.

Keywords: Talwar dam, Bijar, Chang Almas section, social and cultural anomalies
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