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Title: Sharifabad Bijar and the Forgotten Heritage of Seven Mills; A
Historical-Engineering Study of Sharifabad Water Mills as a Native
Technology in Gros and Its Cultural Revival Capacities

Author: Ehsan Shafie’

Email: ehsanshafie) ¥ ¢ @gmail.com

Abstract:

The historic village of Sharifabad, located in Gros region (Bijar city, Kurdistan province), with its
ancient history and natural-cultural texture, is considered one of the prominent examples of human
interaction with nature in the mountainous ecosystems of Iran. One of the most important
manifestations of this interaction is the seven water mills that have played a vital role in the
village’s subsistence economy over the past centuries. This research, by examining oral
documents, architectural remains, and comparative comparison with other regions of Iran, explores
the history of construction, technology, and social functions of these mills and analyzes their
gradual decline and oblivion as a result of factors such as floods, migration, and poor cultural
management. Also, the potential for the symbolic revival of these mills in the form of cultural
tourism, especially through the design of interpretive walking trails, is examined, and the role of
local institutions, government, and micro-investors in achieving this goal is explained. Sharifabad,
with its beautiful natural landscape and forgotten industrial heritage, has the potential to become a
successful example of sustainable rural development based on heritage.

Keywords: Sharifabad, Haft-Asyab, Asyab-Abi, Gros, Bijar
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