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° procedure
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" Modulation
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' Representativeness
" Comprehensiveness
" Systematicity

* Accuracy

° Semantic
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' Naturalness

' Cultural Congruence
" Clarity

* polysemy
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Abstract

Lexicography plays a pivotal role in the documentation and revitalization of low-resource
languages, while presenting distinctive challenges in linguistically diverse contexts such as
Kurdish, which encompasses multiple dialects and lacks a unified orthographic standard. The
Goros Dictionary, as a pioneering yet underexamined work in this domain, constitutes a significant
case for scholarly investigation. This study undertakes a systematic evaluation of the lexicographic
methods employed in the Goros Dictionary. Specifically, it offers a critical analysis of the
theoretical and practical principles underpinning its macrostructure (lemma selection) and
microstructure (equivalence rendering) within an integrated theoretical framework. Accordingly,
the study addresses three core objectives: at the macrostructural level, it assesses the extent to
which the dictionary’s lemma selection is systematic, comprehensive, and aligned with established
scientific criteria in lexicography; at the microstructural level, it examines the methods and quality
of equivalence rendering in terms of semantic accuracy, naturalness, and cultural congruence with
the target languages; and at the theoretical-applied level, it elucidates the implications of these
findings for enhancing dialectal lexicography in low-resource languages and facilitating the
transition toward digital lexicography. Methodologically, the research adopts a qualitative, theory-
driven critical analysis, grounded in three complementary frameworks: Wiegand’s General Theory
of Lexicography for functional and structural assessment; Vinay and Darbelnet’s translation
procedures for evaluating equivalence strategies; and semantic—cultural theories for examining the
cultural dimensions of lexical items. The findings reveal notable strengths, including substantial
coverage of core, high-frequency vocabulary and the application of cultural adaptation strategies
in equivalence rendering. However, significant weaknesses are also identified, such as the absence
of a corpus-based, systematic principle for lemma selection—resulting in the inclusion of highly
localized proper names alongside the omission of specialized lexical domains—and, at the
microstructural level, the predominance of literal translation, insufficient attention to semantic and
cultural nuances in certain equivalents, and a lack of essential user-oriented information (e.g.,
phonetic transcription, grammatical labels). Beyond providing a comprehensive critique of a
specific dictionary, this study proposes a replicable model for evaluating lexicographic works in
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other non-standardized, low-resource language varieties. The results yield concrete
recommendations for revising and improving future editions of the Goros Dictionary and for

guiding similar projects toward the development of more user-centered and linguistically precise
lexicographic resources.

Keywords: Dialectal Lexicography, Goros Dictionary, Lemma Selection, Equivalence Rendering,
Cultural Congruence.



