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Investigating the effect of the type of questions on the
occurrence of cheating in online exams in cyberspace

Abstract

One of the arguments for the future of the online exam system is the prevention of online exam
fraud. Willingly or unwillingly, many of the world's tests will be online soon. Maybe one day
the entrance exams will be held online, but can it really be found that even if the user is at
home, he can find out if he can answer the questions from a book or a pamphlet or the Internet?
Fraud in online university classrooms is widespread, and efforts by professors and teachers to
minimize its effects have yielded mixed results. This article presents an approach to reduce the
incidence of cheating in online exams: use conceptual and descriptive questions with short
answers. In an undergraduate online auditing course, students were challenged with five test
questions (four options) from the test question bank and five descriptive and conceptual short-
answer questions for the test subject. Students performed better in test questions than in short
descriptive questions (mean score 17 vs. 4.6). The results are consistent with the idea that when
the question is asked descriptively, students can not easily find the answer in the text or
available resources (booklets, books, Internet, etc.) because the question in a specific form or
to There is no face online. This study is important and practical for educational institutions and
professors who seek to prevent the scientific and academic dishonesty of their students and for
professors and teachers who want to avoid the problems of using test exams.

Keywords: cheating, online test, type of questions, Cyberspace
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