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Abstract

Water policy is the prelude to any change in water governance. If a bad policy is prepared, then bad laws and
institutions will be created. Iran lacks a policy and roadmap for reforming the water management system. Although
policies have been adopted in upstream documents in recent decades, those policies have not been successful in
practice due to their ambitious nature and lack of technical, legal, and social infrastructure. Therefore, we are faced
with laws and institutions that have been adopted without the full support of water policy. In a way, the current water
management system relies on institutions and laws that are not accompanied by a policy, or perhaps it is an anti-water
resources protection policy that has put the country on the verge of water bankruptcy in both cases. The results of the
study show that the restructuring of water governance requires the development of new policies such as water
inclusion in all macro policies, water-based livelihood adjustment policies, preparation of general water resources
adaptation policies for each catchment, transition from mandatory to participatory water management policies.
Finally, there are policies that maximize the productivity of water resources.

Keyword: Iran, governance, Policy-making ,water resources management



