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Examining the structure of similes in Abul Hossein Nouri's Mahkam al-Qulub

Zahra Sadat Mousavi*
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Abstract

Simile is one of the most common methods of expression in the mystical works of Persian literature. Mystics
have often depicted high mystical and didactic concepts in a concrete and objective form through different
ways of expression, so that the audience can find out the main purpose of the mystic without rational arguments.
Abul Hossein Nouri Arif, a prominent scholar of the third century of Hijri, is one of the first people who used
the element of simile in the book of Magal al-Qulub in expressing and conveying his mystical experience. The
purpose of this article is to investigate the simile structure of this book through the descriptive-analytical
method, which was determined after the review that most of the similes in this book are rational to sensual
based on the validity of the elements, eloquent similes, and the sensory or intellectual validity of the sides of
the simile.

Keywords: Abol-Hossein Nouri, Majal al-Qulob, types of similes, Eloquent similes, Intellectual-sensual
similes.
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