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The imposition of one language and its cultural apparatus for the study g(T
literature onto another without regard for cultural difference forces
bilingual or multilingual writers into a crisis of identity . This crisis is
beautifully articulated in an autobiographical essay by the African writer ,
Ngugi wa Thiong " o where he remarks that he has " always lived in
translation " { Ngugi , 2009 : 18 )
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EX.1: In Towards a Literary History of India (1975), Mukherjee shows how the study of English literature served
as a template in Indian universities for the study of modern Indian languages, with forms and trends in Indian
writing being made to fit into models of periodization, categorization and nomenclature suited only to English.

Olool adllas 458 a5 o)l o L >S90 (VAVAF i 0l Fu )b (o lgie cou SUS 50t Sl il dan i (al
& L0 4 9o il (3 (pg SBOL) (yn Sl Wn Sl S Cundd )3 (e gt 4 (ST
Dlad )3 3108 SN cawliie ladd (6)1385p0 5 (sandiwd (sinle; sla oI > sin slaatiy Glisl)S 5 gl
2 S i 4 awndS Olodl addllas a3 oS w2 o i (>3 (VAVD) in (ol cludl Blgl jo iy ily8 des 5 (o
of , slaJiol cuw W gy s slaais o o bl g JKS 1L, ma e sl adllas (gly s obolSi sl
A5 ol (Sl () 4 e i (6 )NS5 (et

g o | g JB IS o 5 oS o 50 20 ol 4 08 W5 Sl den 5 0 (IS L g Jl Sl & Gl
5 Cansd gy (ollas d> U e ply aS ool o 5 dwile den 5 w0 bl 0dd culey S0l b U dles gl l sy
wlize g )lidle Bl 5l pa «ud pbuh 5 € 2S5 o Job— ol Cillas gun 15 w0 o5 & o2 b >
oLy o3ly oyl (sl (o )ld Joleo D40 Wilgi o ol Jd &S 00l &l (slass 5 periodization o3l (sl > )0 29
sob 4 5 Lre JUil g e syl JWsl 63 4 odim 95 b lho dq do B odd s $9b 50 (o 9 A5 L ool
el plagl Yl Glizmen (c)lb (659w JlSlo Lol 03,57 Jipeun 1) (o v 9 0d ol (ooud
EX. 3: Mukherjee highlights the absurdity of trying to fit the study of Indian literatures into an alien framework,
but emphasizes the extent of its colonizing impact on literary study in India more generally, with some Indian
literary scholars docilely following the imported model: ‘That this entire strategy belongs to a uni-language literary

culture like that of England’s has never deterred our literary historians from applying it wholesale to our multi-
lingual literary culture’ (Mukherjee, 1975: 18).
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EX.3: The imposition of one language and its cultural apparatus for the study of literature onto another without
regard for cultural difference forces bilingual or multilingual writers into a crisis of identity. This crisis is
beautifully articulated in an autobiographical essay by the African writer, Ngugi wa Thiong’o where he remarks
that he has ‘always lived in translation’ (Ngugi, 2009: 18).
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EX.4: He relates how his mother tongue was Gikuyu and that as a child he learned to read and write in that language.
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