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Comparative study of the decorative motifs of soltanieh Dome architectural style with
Great mongol shahnameh inscriptions

Abstract

When llkhan rulers converted to Islam and the country was stabilized relatively, the
Iranian art flourished one more time. Interaction and cooperation between artists of this
period can be seen in numerous instances including painting, plaster, stucco, and gilding
works. We may say that the general form of the motifs and the spirit governing various arts
are the same. The present article aims to compare ornaments of Soltanieh Dome and the
Great Mongol Shahname as the iconic visual artworks of llkhans Era. Although according to
the history books the illustration workshop was directed by Jafar Baysonghori in Shahrukh’s
reign, the artists’ teamwork in the library dates back to at least a century earlier. The
question is if the motifs used in various arts of Ilkhans Era, especially the ornaments of
Soltanieh Dome and miniature paintings of the Great Mongol Shahnameh are created by the
artists of the royal library.

The present study uses descriptive-analytic research method and library studies to
introduce and compare the architectural ornaments of Soltanieh Dome and miniature
paintings of the Great Mongol Shahnameh. The findings show that the floral and arabesque
patterns, especially the architectural motifs dominating the miniature painting of the Great
Mongol Shahnameh are closely similar to the architectural ornaments of Soltanieh Dome.
These motifs are also similar in terms of location and color. Considering the fact that the
architectural ornaments of Soltanieh Dome and illustrations of the Great Mongol
Shahnameh were both created during Oljeitu and specially Abu-Saied’s reign in royal
workshops, they are likely to be influenced by each other, which is indicative of the
teamwork tradition of the royal artists in llkhans Era, and therefore it is likely that there has
been an illustration studio in the royal library.

Keywords: Ilkhan, Soltanieh Dome, the Great Mongol Shahnameh, Ornaments and Motifs
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