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Abstract. Let (L,≤) be a finite lattice and f : Ln
→ Ln be a lattice network over

dependency graph G = (V,E). We prove that f is a fixed-point system. Also we analyse
fixed points of f is some special cases.
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1. Introduction

Finite dynamical systems play a crucial role in studying problems of several differ-
ent contexts. In particular, these mathematical models, which naturally arise in computer
processes, are profusely used in other sciences as biology, mathematics, physics, chemistry,
or even sociology. Some relevant examples of finite dynamical systems are (finite) cellular
automata and, more generally, deterministic Boolean networks, also called Boolean finite
dynamical systems, diffusion models and recently semilattice networks (see [4, 5]. It is
worth remarking that semilattice networks are generalization of conjunctive Boolean net-
works in [3] and some diffusion models that studied in [2] and the results of [5] recovers
and extends some main theorems of those researches.

The benefit of finite dynamical systems is that they can be easily simulated on a com-
puter in most cases and the difficulty is that few analytical devices beyond simulation are
available. A common combinatorial device to study dynamics of models is the dependency
graph that extensively has been used in Boolean networks, diffusion models and recently in
the study of semilattice networks. Actually, [5] provides a general mathematical (algebraic
and combinatorial) method to study semilattice networks.

A partially ordered set (L,≤) is called a join-semilattice if each two-element subset
{a, b} ⊆ L has a join (i.e. least upper bound, denoted by a ∨ b), and is called a meet-
semilattice if each two-element subset has a meet (i.e. greatest lower bound, denoted by
a ∧ b). (L,≤) is called a lattice if it is both a join- and a meet-semilattice.

Let (L,≤) be a finite meet-semilattice (or join-semilattice). A finite dynamical system

f = (f1, . . . , fn) : L
n → Ln,
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is called a semilattice network when fj =
∧

xi∈Ij
xi for all j = 1, . . . , n where Ij is the

set of variables that influence the variable xj (or fj =
∨

xi∈Ij
xi for all j = 1, . . . , n). In

this paper, we introduce and study the concept of lattice network. Let (L,≤) be a finite
lattice. We say that a finite dynamical system

f = (f1, . . . , fn) : L
n → Ln,

is a lattice network when for each j = 1, . . . , n, fj =
∧

xi∈Ij
xi or fj =

∨
xi∈Ij

xi. Note

that the notion of lattice network is a generalization of the notion of AND-OR network
where L = {0, 1}, ∧ = AND, and ∨ = OR. Also note that AND-OR networks have been
studied well in the literature. In the following, we assume that f is a lattice network. The
dynamics of f is characterized by its phase space which is the directed graph with vertex
set Ln and each (u,v) is a directed edge if f(u) = v. A limit cycle of length t is a set
with t elements {u1,u2, . . . ,ut} such that f(ui) = ui+1 for i = 1, . . . , t−1 and f(ut) = u1.
All elements of that limit cycle are called periodic points of period t. If t = 1 then u1

is called a fixed point and if all periodic points of f are fixed points then f is called a
fixed-point network (system). Note that since L is a finite set, each u ∈ Ln converges to
a periodic point ( there exists k ≥ 0 such that fk(u) is a periodic point). Dependency
graph associated to f is a directed graph G = (V,E) on the vertex set V = {1, 2, . . . , n}
with the edge set

E = {(i, j) | the function fj depends on xi}

which is a powerful combinatorial tool that is used for detecting cycle structure of the
network without direct computation of the phase space. In this paper, we assume that for
each 1 ≤ i ≤ n, (i, i) ∈ E which means that each function fi depends on xi (Note that in
many research papers this assumption has a crucial role in the study of the network), and
we show that f is a fixed-point network.

2. Main results

Let (L,≤) be a finite lattice and f : Ln → Ln be a lattice network. In this section
we show that f is a fixed-point system. Before presenting the main result let us give an
example of lattice network.

Example 2.1. Let L = {1, 2, 3, 6}. Define ≤ in L by

a ≤ b if and only if a divides b.

So, by a ∧ b we mean the greatest common divisor of a and b, and by a ∨ b we mean the
least common multiple of a and b.

Now define f : L3 → L3 by f(x1, x2, x3) = (x1 ∨ x2, x2 ∧ x3, x3 ∨ x1). Then the depen-
dency graph of f isG = (V,E) where V = {1, 2, 3} and E = {(1, 1), (2, 1), (2, 2), (3, 2), (3, 3), (1, 3)}.
One can check that f is a fixed-point system and

fix(f) = {(a, b, a) ∈ L3 | b | a and a | c}

Now we are ready to present our main result.

Theorem 2.2. Let (L,≤) be a finite lattice and f : Ln → Ln be a lattice network.
Then f is a fixed point system.

Proof. Let G = (V,E) be the dependency graph of f . Since f is a lattice network,
there exists I, J ⊆ {1, . . . , n} (I ∪ J = {1, . . . , n}, I ∩ J = ∅) such that for each j ∈ I,
fj = xj ∧

∧
(s,j)∈E xs and for each j ∈ J , fj = xj ∨

∨
(s,j)∈E xs. Let a = (a01, . . . , a

0
n) be
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a t-periodic point of f . We show that a is a fixed point of f . For each 1 ≤ r ≤ t let
f r(a) = (ar1, . . . , a

r
n) and let L1 := {ari | 1 ≤ i ≤ n, 0 ≤ r ≤ t}. For each b ∈ L1 define Ar,b

(0 ≤ r ≤ t) as

Ar,b = {j ∈ I | arj = b}

Since a is a t−periodic point, it is clear that A0,b = At,b for all b ∈ L1.
Suppose that b is a minimal element of L1. Let 0 ≤ r ≤ t − 1 be such that j ∈ Ar,b,

then by fj = xj ∧
∧

(s,j)∈E xs, we have ar+1
j = arj ∧

∧
(s,j)∈E ars. So ar+1

j ≤ arj = b and by

the minimality of b in L1, We get ar+1
j = b which shows that j ∈ Ar+1,b and so for each

0 ≤ r ≤ t− 1, Ar,b ⊆ Ar+1,b.mThus

A0,b ⊆ A1,b ⊆ · · · ⊆ Ar,b = A0,b

In particular,

A0,b = A1,b

Now suppose that b ∈ L1 is a cover of some minimal element of L1. Let 0 ≤ r ≤ t − 1
be such that j ∈ Ar,b. As previous paragraph, we can show that ar+1

j ≤ arj = b. If

ar+1
j < arj , then ar+1

j is a minimal element of L1 and so A
r,ar+1

j
= A

r+1,ar+1

j
and it shows

that arj = ar+1
j which is a contradiction. So ar+1

j = arj and again we conclude that for
each 0 ≤ r ≤ t− 1, Ar,b ⊆ Ar+1,b. So,

A0,b ⊆ A1,b ⊆ · · · ⊆ Ar,b = A0,b,

and we have

A0,b = A1,b.

Continuing this process, we finally conclude that

(1) ∀b ∈ L1, A0,b = A1,b

Now for each b ∈ L1 define Br,b (0 ≤ r ≤ t) as

Br,b = {j ∈ J | arj = b}

Since a is a t−periodic point, it is clear that B0,b = Bt,b for all b ∈ L1. Suppose that
b is a maximal element of L1. Let 0 ≤ r ≤ t − 1 be such that j ∈ Br,b, then by fj =

xj ∨
∨

(s,j)∈E xs, we have a
r+1
j = arj ∨

∨
(s,j)∈E ars. So b = arj ≤ ar+1

j and by the maximality

of b in L1, We get ar+1
j = b which shows that j ∈ Ar+1,b and as above this yields to the

fact that

A0,b = A1,b

Next we do the same method for an arbitrary element of L1 which is covered by a maximal
element of L1 and continuing in this way we get that

(2) ∀b ∈ L1, A0,b = A1,b

Now by equations (1) and (2), a is a fixed point of f . �

We remark that Theorem 2.2 is an extension of [?, Theorem 1] where f is finite Boolean
dynamical system and ∧,∨ are AND,OR respectively. Next we study some special cases.

Corollary 2.3. Let (L,≤) be a finite lattice and f : Ln → Ln be a lattice network
with dependency graph G = (V,E). Then the following holds.
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(i) If for each 1 ≤ j ≤ n, fj =
∧

(s,j)∈E xs, then an arbitrary point a = (a1, . . . , an)

converges to the fixed point ba = (b1, . . . , bn) where for each 1 ≤ i ≤ n,

bi =
∧

there is a directed path from s to i

as

(ii) If for each 1 ≤ j ≤ n, fj =
∨

(s,j)∈E xs, then an arbitrary point a = (a1, . . . , an)

converges to the fixed point ba = (b1, . . . , bn) where for each 1 ≤ i ≤ n,

bi =
∨

there is a directed path from s to i

as

(iii) If f is as (i) or (ii), and G is strongly connected then an arbitrary point a =
(a1, . . . , an) converges to the fixed point ba = (b1, . . . , bn) where for each 1 ≤ i ≤
n, bi =

∨
1≤s≤n as and in particular a = (a1, . . . , an) is a fixed point of f if and

only if a1 = · · · = an.

3. Conclusion

Let f be a lattice network over a dependency graph G = (V,E). We prove that f is a
fixed-point system provided that all vertices of G have a self-loop.
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