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Investigating the effects of roads on illegal hunting, Case study:
Golestan National Park

Abstract

Today, the increase in access related to the development of infrastructure, such as roads and
their passage through wildlife habitats, is one of the main factors that increase illegal hunting and
threaten their populations. Therefore, optimal understanding of the spatial distribution of illegal
hunting violations in relation to access roads can help environmental protection experts to identify
sensitive places. The Tehran-Mashhad Asian Highway along with the numerous roads created on
the edge of Golestan National Park in the form of ring roads, nomads, etc., are one of the most
important factors that, through increasing accessibility and the level of illegal hunters' encounters,
affect the populations Wildlife are influential. In this study, the statistical and locational data of
illegal hunting in Golestan National Park affected by the existence of roads between Y+)) and
Y+YY were collected and analyzed, and finally, the zoning map of sensitive points of illegal
hunting, affected by the presence Roads were prepared using ArcGIS software. Based on the
results obtained, it was found that in Y% areas in the protection areas of the five environmental
areas of Tangrah, Tangegol, Sharleq, Mirzabaylo and Solgerd, illegal hunting of wild animals
occurred due to the proximity and use of the road.

Key words: Golestan National Park, road, illegal hunting of wildlife, sensitive points of
illegal hunting.




