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Abstract

The purpose of the current research is to identify the basic competencies of nature interpreters for
the environmental education of eco-tourists with a qualitative approach and phenomenological
method. Participants were rangers, education experts from the department of environment and
faculty members with a common research interest in ecotourism. The snowball method was used
for targeted sampling. In such a way that 9 experts participated in the research until data saturation
was reached with a semi-structured in-depth interview. The validity of the coding was done by
colleague review and peer review. The findings of the research showed that the basic competencies
of interpreters for the environmental education of eco-tourists include sustainability knowledge
(ecological literacy and interdisciplinary and supra-disciplinary social, economic and
environmental literacy), sustainability attitude (protectionist values and beliefs) and sustainable
behavior (individual and collective agency and activism). Based on the results of the research, it
is recommended that these competencies can be used as a practical guide for designing and
planning environmentalist training programs and in-service training for interpreters of the network
of protected areas in order to increase the impact of eco-tourism and provide a basis for the
realization of the educational mission of the Environmental Protection Organization.

Keywords: Education, Sustainability, Interpretation, Sustainability.
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