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Abstract

A protected area includes a defined and well-identified geographical area for the purpose of
managing habitats and biodiversity by legal means and taking into account ecosystem services
and other existing values. This study reviews the challenges of protected areas for biodiversity
conservation in the world and Iran. For the effective protection of biodiversity, the minimum
area of protected areas in terrestrial areas is 17% and in marine areas, 10%. There is a 2%
shortage of protected areas in the world's land and 3% in water resources up to the effective set
standard. In Iran, 284 protected areas were allocated, equivalent to 10.8% of the country's land.
Therefore, in Iran, until effective protection is reached, the difference is about 2.6%. Some
protected areas are protected areas only on paper, which are called paper parks. The increase in
human population has caused the development of cities and other human infrastructures such as
roads, technological growth in industry and agricultural development has increased the pressure
on protected areas. In Iran, the construction of roads in protected areas has resulted in the loss of
wildlife, including the Asiatic cheetah. In order to make protected areas effective, in addition to
the quantity of these areas, quality should also be considered and the effects of human activities
in the area should be minimized.

Keywords: Biodiversity conservation; Protected areas, Challenges.
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