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Abstract

Biodiversity hotspots are areas with high priority for conservation at the global level due to
having more species, and subsequently, the expansion of conservation areas or the creation of
new areas should be done according to these hotspots. This study was conducted with the aim of
investigating the overlap of the conservation areas in Iran with the biodiversity hotspots of the
Caucasus and Irano-Anatolian. Coverage (as a percentage) of conservation areas in Iran (national
park, wildlife refuge, protected area and no-hunting area) and as a total of conservation areas
with biodiversity hotspots was calculated. The results showed that these two hotspots cover
about one third of Iran. In total, conservation areas have 18.4% overlap with two hotspots with
the highest overlap of 8.3% with no-hunting areas. Based on the results of this study, the
conservation of the Caucasus and Irano-Anatolian biodiversity hotspots within Iran is acceptable,
and if conservation areas are expanded, it is suggested to be more in the Irano-Anatolian
biodiversity hotspot.
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