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Investigating the diet of Brown bears ( Ursus arctos syriacus Linnaeus , 1758 )
in sorkh abad protected area in spring and summer

Abstract:

Sorkh Abad Protected Area in Zanjan province is one of habitats for the brown bear population in
Iran and has mountainous, steppe and riverine ecosystems. The purpose of this study was to
determine their diet. In the spring the main food consumed frequency percentage include, Alfalfa
(50%) and unknown herbaceous materials (50%); and weight percentage of grasses was 45/56%.In
summer in frequency percentage of pomegranate (27%), olives (20%) and herbaceous (20%) were
27,20 and 20%. Weight percentage of pomegranate (23%) and Crataegus spp. Were 22%. Finally,
high conflict between the bear and orchardist recorded in summer. This condition is serious
problem for the bear conservation in the area.

Keywords: brown bear, diet, feces, Sorkh Abad protected area.



