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Abstract

Protected areas are managed for multiple purposes, including biodiversity conservation, improving the
livelihoods of local communities, and developing tourism. However, there is no clear evidence that
governance approaches in managing protected areas are effective in achieving these goals. In this research,
we guantitatively examined the research conducted in the field of governance of protected areas using the
bibliometric approach to evaluate the process of studies in this field from the temporal and spatial
dimensions. Results show that the journal published 1532 scientific documents (articles, books, etc.) on this
topic between 1987 and 2023. Researchers in the United States, England, Australia, and Canada had the
most publications in this field. We created a thematic map that showed that “marine protected areas”, are
motor themes (i.e., make significant contributions to the development of the field). Furthermore,
“participation”, stakeholder engagement”, *“ climate change”, “community-based conservation” and,
“adaptive management” were identified as emerging research fields in this area that warrants further
investigation. Our findings offer quantitative insights into key areas of interest in protected areas
governance research and research collaboration networks with implications for a future research agenda in
the field of protected areas governance.

Keywords: Community Engagement, Effective conservation, Local community, Governance.




