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Feasibility Study of Developing a Birdwatching Site as an Ecotourism Attraction in Shoorak
Maleki Village

Abstract

The purpose of the present study, considering the development of ecotourism in Shourak tourism
area, is to determine whether the hosts are sufficiently satisfied with this issue and what strategies
will increase the satisfaction of the host community. The purpose of this study is applied and in
terms of descriptive-analytical method. Statistical population of this research consists of two main
groups: locals living in rural areas, tourists and travelers who have visited tourist attractions and
historical places of the region and experts. And experts in government agencies and agencies
related to the tourism industry, hoteliers, and owners of travel and leisure agencies across the
province. Population Statistical Population The study included men and women between the ages
of 20 to 55 years old living in Shurek Maleki village as well as the statistical population of tourists
(ecotourists) visiting Shurek Maleki Dam, according to village headman and approximate people
600 people are announced throughout the year. Based on library studies and interviews with
qualified people and with regard to two groups of locals and tourists, two sets of questionnaires are
used to collect data, a questionnaire with 23 questions divided into two sections of demographic
information and travel information for the tourist group. And another questionnaire with 19
questions for the local population. The reliability of the questionnaires was assessed and confirmed
by Cronbach's alpha. Due to the nature of the research questions and objectives, in addition to the
frequency tables and descriptive charts, Chi-square and concurrent tables and Spearman
correlation tests were used. SPSS software was used for this purpose. According to the research
findings, the strengths of the local Shurak village area can be the presence of birds all year round,
visitors' interest in natural beauty, seaside and bird watching, proximity to the train station and 60
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km distance to Mashhad metropolis and local people's desire He mentioned the development of
tourism in the region. Also, the major weaknesses of tourism development in the region can be
identified as lack of sanitation and inadequate facilities and facilities.
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