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1. Marine Protected Area (MPA)
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Abstract

Plastic pollution is one of the main and fundamental environmental problems in today's
world because the production of single-use plastics has made it more difficult to adapt to them.
Every year at least 14 million tons of plastic flows into the oceans. Plastic waste is currently the
most abundant type of waste in the oceans, accounting for 80% of all marine debris found from
surface waters to deep-sea sediments. Plastic is found on the beaches of every continent and
more plastic waste is found near popular tourist destinations and densely populated areas.
Designating coastal areas as protected areas helps reduce plastic pollution while preserving
habitat and biodiversity. Combining preventive, mitigating and remedial measures in areas where
plastic waste hotspots have been identified and such locations should be constantly monitored.
Long-term solutions could include transitioning from a linear economy to a circular economy,
which includes goals to reduce plastic waste and create more sustainable production and
consumption patterns.

Keywords: Protected areas, Marine debris, Plastic debris..
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