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Abstract

Methods of habitat ranking are important for habitat management and species conservation. In
this study, habitat ranking is done based on habitat value (HV) and species presence and
abundance in each habitat and habitat preference. For calculation of HV index, after
determination of habitats, species identification in each habitat and threat categories and habitat
preference, categories weighting were done and coefficient of habitat preference was determined.
Habitat value for each taxonomic group was calculated. This method was done in Oshtorankouh
protected area in Lorestan province for each taxonomic group including mammals, birds,
reptiles, amphibians and fisheries. The results indicated that marginal habitat was in the first rank
and interval zone, plains, mountains, aquatic habitats, areas with bushes vegetation and forest
were in the next ranks, respectively. For mammals, interval zone had the highest value and then
marginal habitats, mountains, plains, forests, aquatic habitats and areas with bushes vegetation
were in the next ranks. For birds, mountains and forests had the highest and lowest value,
respectively. For reptiles, interval zone and forests had the highest and lowest importance.
Amphibian and fisheries were presented only in water resources. Therefore, for area
management, it is necessary to consider to habitat values and their importance for different
taxonomic group.

Keywords: Ranking, habitat, protected area, Oshtorankouh, Lorestan




