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Abstract

Golestan National Park is a protected area in the east of Golestan province and west of North
Khorasan province. This area is the oldest registered national park in Iran and a unique sanctuary
for wildlife, which has been registered by UNESCO as a Biosphere Reserve in the UNESCO
World Heritage in 1975. Its nature is very diverse and for this reason it has a great variety of
species. This park is currently the habitat of four species of cats in the country. Feline family, as
one of the most diverse carnivorous families, which dates back to millions of years ago, and with
two subfamilies of small cats and big cats, there are currently eight species living in Iran . Due to
the importance of the park as well as the special values of felines, this article introduces in detail
the biological characteristics of felines in Golestan National Park, including leopard, forest cat,
wild cat and palace cat. The information presented in this article provides information for managers
and those interested in their protection by providing abstracts of the important biological
characteristics of this group of organisms.
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