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Free-ranging dogs as a potential threat to
Iranian mammals

Abstract

Dogs, as the most abundant carnivores on Earth, have caused problems for both humans and
wildlife. A stray dog refers to any type of dog that lacks control over its behavior, whether owned
or ownerless. The problems that dogs create for wildlife include direct hunting, displacement,
inducing fear-related behaviors, competition for resources, and transmission of diseases that can
endanger animal species. However, in many areas, interactions between stray dogs and wildlife
have been less studied. In this study, nearly two decades of reports from social and traditional
media, as well as scientific articles, were examined to determine the extent of the impact of stray
dog attacks on Iranian mammals. In this study, to determine the extent of the impact of stray dog
attacks on Iranian mammals, nearly two decades of reports from social and traditional media, as
well as scientific articles, were examined. Of these attacks, 160 stray dog attacks (79 attacks from
scientific articles, 14 attacks from social media, and 67 attacks from various news sites) were
identified in 22 out of 31 provinces in the country. Attacks by dogs were reported on 17 species,
including 9 carnivores, 6 ungulate species, 1 running species, and 1 hare species. Most of the
reported attacks were on felids, including the Asiatic cheetah (n=19), Eurasian lynx (n=18), caracal
(n=10) and Pallas’s cat (n=8). Attacks on ungulates were mainly reported for goitered gazelle
(n=48). The majority of these attacks occurred inside or near protected areas (n=166; 73%),
indicating that stray dogs are one of the most significant threats to animal species even in protected
areas. Stray dog impacts can disrupt conservation efforts, and therefore, scientific policy guidelines
are recommended for managing stray dog impacts on endangered species.

Key words: free-ranging dogs, social media, threatened species, mammal, Iran.




