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Abstract

Disability is an evolving concept and that disability results from the interaction
between persons with impairments and attitudinal and environmental barriers
that hinders their full and effective participation in society on an equal basis
with others. Persons with disabilities include those who have long-term
physical, mental, intellectual or sensory impairments which in interaction with
various barriers may hinder their full and effective participation in society on an
equal basis with others. In explaining the nature, cause and effects of the disability
and accordingly providing legal support for the promotion of the rights of the
disabled, three paradigms of medical, social and human rights have been identified.
According to the rights-based approach that the Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities, approved by the United Nations General Assembly, is
based on, disability is caused by the lack of response of the government and civil
society to the differences in the disabled. The result is that member states of the
convention are obliged to deal with various social, cultural, and legal barriers to
ensure full respect for the inherent dignity and equal rights of all people. In order
to achieve this goal, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities,
while re-identifying numerous human rights principles, unlike other international
human rights documents, has dedicated a separate article to refer to the principles
governing the rights of the disabled. Considering the importance of the mentioned
principles in supporting the rights of the disabled as well as the membership of the
Iranian government in this convention, the present research, while examining the
paradigms governing disability, analyzed these principles to be a guide for the
legislator in approving laws related to the rights of the disabled in the future.

Keywords: Medical Paradigm, Social Paradigm, Right- Oriented Approach, Inherent Dignity,
Disabled People’s Rights.
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